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3. Although this information {s fragmentary, we feel that
these individuals would find the evidence of interest.
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dursier Bvidence on the Shcrbege of
Food Graias in tas US3R

A number of individw 1 reporus nave
fragmensory tend to support the judgment
pressed for food suppiles for the conming
~ddition to proviosus Information soncerring the shrict cnf@ ~emwent of
the rimitetion of bresd sales per CusUnRYr, shﬂrtvne of ¢1vv¢*06K
fodder and distress slasgitering In swmmry, Lbe recent eovidence
indiﬂ9+es thi.t the Soviets plur t0:

in recently which, thcugh
tne USSR is ine '
. This evidenc
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l) Lower the qu:lisy of bread by r.ising the extraction rate when
grain is milled Into flour. Thus, mere ficur can te sbtained from tue
same quantity of grain. There arc alrendy reporss that white bread 1s

S

‘wunevallable in seversl cities :nd there is gueuing Jor iunferior brown

bread;

2) Further reduce the guaslity of dresd by use of azdditives;
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3) Restrict the saie dirsctly o cousumers of fiour by temporarily

removing stocks {rom retali aneives;

©
£3
w
o
4
ﬁ
D
0

4

1

4) Use vrarious persussiv roluntary or invoiuntary -- Lo
extract 2 bpread subahitute -- potatoes -- from individunl producers.

ushenev reallizes the possibile griave loss of prestige -- domestic
ing” the output
of bread from a given supply of grain by reducing qual; v. The average
Russian citizen 1z dependent oo grain products to provide zore tarn one-
'Lf of his daily calories and will cbvicusiy be sensitive oo olfficiul
stempte to degroas She ganliity of this important element in his diet.
fhe regime hes asoursnces of around 9 mililon tons of grain from other
Western suppliers »nd 1t is imposcible very precisely oo messure tne
morgin..l importaince to the 3ovietr leaderanip of »n ddition. o 2.5 miliion
tons from the Unibed Ot tod, bub we velieve the additionar grain is '
needed.
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Further Evidence on the Shortage of
Food Grains in the USSR

& NSA 25X1

[P = 3

as of 24 October that no
white bread was _avallable to the populaetion for the preceding five

weeks and that In Odessa were queuing two hours for
inferior brown bread 25X1

The relative yleld of flour from a given volume of grain expressed as
a percentage. In general, the higher the extraction rate the lower the
"quality" of bread made from the flour.
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The continual cale of flour -- inmitiated in the early post- Stalin

days (mey 1953) for the first time since the NEP period -- has been at
! . 25X1
least temporarily terminated in Moscow

{nformation suggect that the Soviets are hard pressed for the supply of
‘basic staples in the "consumption year® 1963-64. Khrushchev realizes
'the possible grave loss of prestige -- domestic and foreign ~-- by
reverting to Stalin tricks of "maximizing" the output of bread by
‘reducing its quallity. The average Ruscsisn citizen is dependent on '

' grain products to provide more than one-half of his daily calories and

‘of thls important element in his dlet.

from other Western suppliers and 1% is impossible very precisely to

- evidence suggests that the situation is sufficiently critical to
. warrant certaln steps which @re politically very unpalatable.

4. The recent information given above in conjunction with earlier
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will obviously be sensitive to official attempts to degrade the gquality

The regime has ascurances of around 8 million tons of grain

determine the marglnal imporfance to the Soviet leadership of an
additional 2.5 million tons from the US. However, the foregoing
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31 October 1963

MEMORANDUM FOR: Assistant Director » Research and Reports

THROUGH: Chief, Economlc Research Ares,

THROUGH Chief, Analysis Division pr{;

FROM: Chief, USSR Branch

SUBJECT ¢ Further Evidence on the Shortage of Food Grains in
the USSR.

l. The attached report summarizes the most recent evidence on
the extent of the grain shortage in the USSR.

2. The abbreviated Secret version of the report ls addressed
to the Under Secretary of Commerc i Jr.

cretvary pall, Ambassador Thompson and others
in the Department of State who have the required securlity

clearance.,

Enclosure

Distribution: '
Orig. & 2 - Addressee 25X1
1 - Ch/E
1 - D/A
1 - AU

D/A/U/RR:DBD: phh/5107(31 October 1963)
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Further Evidence on the Shortage of
Fool ‘Grain’g in the USSR

A number of individual reports have come in recently which, though
fragmentary tend to support the judgment that the USSR is indeed hard
pressed for food supplies for the coming year. This evidence is in
addition to previous information Eoncerning the strict enforcement of
the lirnitation of bread sales pef customer, shortages of livestock
fodder and distress slaughtering. In summary, the recent evidence
indicates that the Soviets plan to:

1) Lower the quality of bread by raising the extraction rate when
grain ts milled into flour. Thus, more flour can be obtained from the
same quantity of grain. There are already reports that white bread is
unavailable in several cities and there is queuing for inferior brown
bread;

2) Further reduce the quality of bread by use of additives;

3) Rentrict:the sale diriectly to consumers of flour by temporarily

_removing stocks from retail shelves;

| :
4) Use va:%dua persuadive measures -~ voluntary or involumtary --
to extract a bread n‘zbltitute -« potatoes -- from individual producers.

Khrushchev realizes the possible grave loss of prestige -- domestic
and foreign -- by reverting to Stalin tricks of "maximizing' the output
of bread from a glven supply of grain by reducing quality. The average
Russian citizen is dependent on ‘grain products to provide more than one-
half of his daily calories and'will obviously be sensitive to official
attempts to degrade the quality of this important elerment in his diet.
The regime has assurances of dround 8 million tons of grain from other
Western suppliers and it is impossible very precisely to measure the
marginal importance to the Soviet leadership &f an additional 2.5 million
tons from the United States, but we belleve the additional grain is
needed.
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Fu, ‘Evidence on the Shortage of
- Food g’_ s in tge 5§§R

| 1. A number of indlvidual reports have come in recently which,
: though fragmentary, tend to va;\;gport‘ the judgment that the USSR is indeed

hard pressed for food supplies, for the coming year. This evidence is in

addition to previous information concerning the strict enforcement of

the limitation of bread sales per customer, shortages of livestock fodder

25X1 and distress slauz‘ijntering.

& NSA 25X1

* The r8lative y),eﬁ 6f flour from a given volume of grain expressed as
a percentage. In genersl, thé'higher the extraction rate the lower the

Tquality' of Gread Fn;d'e' from fhe flour.

[T T —

Excluded from antomatic
0 DETCGINE and
assifioali

Approved For Release 2007/03705 'L



v A e ——
- - .Appraved For Release 2007/03/05 : CIA-RDP70T00666R000100160005-3
' \ 4 -
-

1t was ;re;}crted,iﬁicdcnu;s of 24 October that no white
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3 bread to the population for the preceding flve weeka and
, - in Odessa were queuing two hours for inferior

The continual aale;af flour -« initiated in the e
ating . arly post-
Stalin days (May 1953) for the first time since the NEP period -- has
been at least temporarily terminated in Moscow.
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4. The recent informajion given above in conjunction with
m&iqr laformation suggest the the Soviets are hud?:aued for the
supply of basic staples in the 'consumption year'' 1963-64. Khrushchev
M;e# the possible grave loss of prestige -- domastic and foreign --
:7 g:vertmg to Stalin tricks of » maximizing' the output of hread by
ot L clng its quality, The average Russian citizen is dependent on grain

‘ :m?:‘uiytg prgvi?; more t}:.um-half of his daily calories and will
viously be sensitive to official atte i
et alemost 1;‘;1 e diet.m mpts to deg?ade the quality of this

The regime has assprances of around 8 million tons of

:::m other We_lte,:n‘ suppliers apd it is impossible very precisely togrun

: ;rmine t!;: m?rﬂml importance to the Soviet leaderghip of an additional

ﬁ;g mﬂlioth & tons {rom the US, However, the foregolng evidence suggests
At the situation is sufficiently critical to warrant certain steps which

are politically very unpalatable.
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